COLONIAL SWIM LEAGUE (CSL)
Guidance on Technical Suits and 12&Under Swimmers
Background
CSL Meet Rules state:  
USA Swimming Rules and Regulations Articles 101, 102 and 105 pertaining to strokes, events, disqualifications, duties of officials, judging, timing and similar technical matters shall be observed at all League meets unless modified by these rules. 
In all League Dual, Relay Carnival, Individual Medley Invitational, Qualification and All-Star Meets, the swimmer's age group is determined by the age of the swimmer on June 15.
Effective September 1, 2020, USA Swimming adopted Rule 102.8.1F:
No Technical Suits shall be worn by any 12 & Under USA Swimming athlete member in competition at any sanctioned, approved or observed meet. 
(1) Exceptions to the foregoing restriction are only for Junior Nationals, U.S. Open, National Championships, and Olympic Trials. 
(2) A Technical Suit is one that has the following components: 
a. Any suit with any bonded or taped seams regardless of its fabric or silhouette; or 
b. Any suit with woven fabric extending past the hips. 
(Note: WOVEN FABRIC — A suit with woven fabric and sewn seams that does not extend below the hips is permitted.) 
(Note: KNIT FABRIC — A suit with knit fabric and sewn seams not extending below the knees is permitted.)
Therefore, CSL Swimmers who are age 12&Under as of June 15 may not wear a Technical Suit at any CSL meet.
Identifying a Technical Suit
Just because a swimsuit extends past the hips or has a FINA logo on it does NOT make it a Technical Suit (in most cases, if a swimsuit has the FINA logo it is not a legal swimsuit for 12&Under swimmers).  Just because a swimsuit has sewn seams does NOT make it a legal suit for 12&Under swimmers.
· If you cannot see stitches on the seams, the swimsuit is most likely a Technical Suit.  If you cannot see the stitches on the outside of the swimsuit, the only way to confirm is to see the seams of the suit from the inside (i.e., when the swimmer isn’t wearing it).
· If the swimsuit does not extend past the hips and you can see stitches on the seams, it is not a Technical Suit.
· If the swimsuit extends past the hips (jammers for a male swimsuit; kneeskins for a female swimsuit) AND you can see stitches on the seams, the swimsuit may still be a Technical Suit.  In this case, to determine if the swimsuit is a Technical Suit, you must evaluate the fabric.  A swimsuit that extends past the hips and is made with woven fabric (vs. knit fabric) is a Technical Suit.
· Look at the threads. If you look closely at the fabric, you should see the individual threads that make it up. If the threads appear to have loops, then it's knit; if the threads have a perpendicular criss-cross pattern, it's woven.  Your denim jeans are woven.
· A knit fabric will stretch easily along its width, slightly less along its length, and it may also produce a run or lose its shape if stretched too much. A woven fabric will have barely any give along its width, and only slightly more give along its length. 
Still not sure?  USA Swimming has a list of Restricted 12&Under Technical Suits as well as a list of swimsuits that are approved.  You will need to know the brand and name of the swimsuit.
Handling a Technical Suit Disqualification
The burden is on the team representative, coach, parent, and swimmer to know if a swimsuit is compliant prior to competition.  It is STRONGLY recommended that the Referee meet with team representatives and coaches prior to competition beginning at Divisional and All-Star meets (the scratch meeting may be a good time for this).  This meeting should include a review of how to handle protests, the restrictions on swimsuits for 12&Under swimmers, and any site-specific concerns.  Officials are NOT the “suit police.”  The Referee may observe swimmers during warm-ups and address any concerns with team representatives ahead of competition, however, it remains the responsibility of the team representative, coach, parent, and swimmer to know if a swimsuit is compliant prior to competition.  If a swimmer wears an illegal swimsuit prior to competition and it is not identified by the Referee, it is still a violation if the swimmer is observed competing in the illegal swimsuit.  Swimsuits may be brought to the Referee ahead of competition for review.
A swimsuit violation must be observed and recognized just like any other technical violation:  the Stroke & Turn Judge or Referee must observe the violation and raise his/her hand while the swimmer is competing.  If no hand is raised during the race or the swimsuit is not identified as illegal until after the race, there is no disqualification.  
No race should be delayed to allow a swimmer wearing an illegal swimsuit to change into a legal swimsuit.  Doing so puts the other swimmers at a disadvantage.  

